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 Lenawee Conservation District (LCD) has funding for water 

quality workshops & Western Lake Erie 'sails' designed to 

directly connect upstream farmers and landowners with the 

visible challenges within Lake Erie. 

 Lenawee and Washtenaw Conservation Districts have 

implemented River MAEAP work. 

 LCD has implemented a Nitrate TMDL reduction program, 

working with farmers in Bear Creek, Black Creek, Nile Ditch, 

and Lower River Raisin watersheds, encouraging the use of 

BMP's. 
 
 LCD implemented a BMP auction,  

to support installation of BMP's. 



 

 Upper River Raisin Implementation Project Phase 1:  Prioritized 

large parcel owners of natural areas benefitting water quality, 

hosted six landowner workshops on conservation protection, and 

24 workshops on the interface between land and water.  Five 

conservation easements have directly and indirectly resulted 

from this project. (Legacy Land Conservancy)- protection focus 

 Upper River Raisin Implementation Project Phase 2:  With 

funding from the Great Lakes Commission, Legacy and 

Washtenaw County NRCS have received funding to expand the 

work from Phase 1 to working farms with land located directly on 

water. (Legacy Land Conservancy)- focus on sediment 

 The Stewardship Network's Raisin Cluster received Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative funding to implement habitat management 

in the Iron Creek subwatershed. 
 



River Raisin AOC Progress 

• The Aesthetics BUI was removed in 2012, 

• The Beach Closings and Eutrophication BUIs were 

removed last summer (2013).   

• Once we get monitoring information from the 

projects DNR implemented at Sterling State Park, 

we can assess the Habitat and Populations BUIs. 

• In addition, we still have Benthos, Dredging, Bird or 

Animal Deformities/Reproduction Problems and 

Fish Consumption which are still impaired.   
 





• Sterling Island Habitat Restoration 

Project, bank stabilization and fish 

habitat restoration 

• MDNR is restoring 18 acres of 

emergent and submergent Great 

Lakes marsh and 32 acres of 

lakeplain prairie, some of the most 

threatened habitat in the Great 

Lakes 

• Restoring 310 acres of degraded 

Ford Marsh along the Raisin with 

repairs to dikes and installation of a 

pump station 
 

 



• Legacy sediment PCB Removal 

- $17.2M project that has 

removed 109,000 CY of 

sediment contaminated with 

PCBs 

• During removal some additional 

PCB contamination was found in 

weathered bedrock below the 

river bed. This area has been 

temporarily capped while EPA 

determines the best course of 

long-term action. 



Dam Mitigation Project 

• Completely removed two of Monroe’s low head dams 

• Constructed four rock arch rapids at the remaining four 

low head dams 

• Created an auxiliary channel around the Waterloo Dam, 

and 

• Removed log jam and old mill debris at Grape Dam to 

promote fish access up the old mill race 

• In total, improved fish access from Lake Erie to the lower 

23 miles of the River Raisin 
 













Miscellaneous 

• The Nature Conservancy – Great Lakes western 

Lake Erie Basin geodatabase and pilot project  

• Washtenaw County Water Resources 

Commissioner has just released new stormwater 

rules that will require infiltration 

• River Raisin Institute is going to be starting the 

Lapointe Drain watershed management plan this 

spring and will be looking at phosphorus and E. coli 

problems just south of the mouth of the Raisin 





Activity Description Status

Implementation Form committee with broad stakeholder representation

Provide outreach/education to communities on new RR WMP

E. coli Source Assessment

Road Crossing Survey

Rapid Geomorphic Assessment

Lower Raisin buffer evaluation

Natural system inventory

Significant cultural/agricultural site inventory
LWD Inventory program

Annual River Raisin Watershed Conference

Connecting Schools to the Great Lakes Program

River Raisin Watershed History Guide
River Raisin Film Festival

New site and road design standards

riparian buffer ordinance

LID ordinance

Increase RRWC capacityRRWC Development

Additional Watershed Assessment

Public Education and Involvement 

Demonstration

Planning



Nitrogen advisory committee

Bacteria advisory committee

Precision Agricultural Equipment Funding Demonstration Program

Nutrient and manure control demonstration projects

On-farm dairy manure re-use and anaerobic digestor demonstration projects

On-farm renewable energy demonstration projects
Total Nitrogen reductions ?

Improve Illicit discharge elimination programs

Improve private on-site sewage programs

Initiate point of sale septic system inspections
Remediate failing septic and private wastewater systems

Rain Garden Initiative

Large-scale LID new development project
Large-scale retrofit LID project

Lake Erie access (RR Battlefield site to Sterling State Park)

Canoe/Fishing access

River Raisin Fishing Guide ?

New Upper Raisin Greenway ?
New Lower Raisin Park

Natural Rivers Designation for Upper Raisin

Upper Raisin conservation area

Lower Raisin wetland restoration

FRED

Bank stabilization/stream restoration projects ?

Sewage Management

Agriculture Demonstration Projects

Conservation/Restoration

Urban/Suburban BMPs

Recreation





How Do I Insert Images Into the Banner? 

Questions/Additions? 

Scott.Dierks@cardno.com 


